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54TH CONGRESS, } HOUSB OF REPRE8ENTAT[VES.

! REPORT
) No.145.

1st Session.

SURVIVORS OF THE INDIAN WARS OF 1833 AND 18-1-2.

JANUARY

27, 1896.-Committecl to the Committee of the \Vhole Honse on the state
of the Union and orderetl. to be printed.

Mr. STRODE, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 25.J

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 25)
amen ding· the act entitled ''An act granting pensions to the survivors
of the fodian wars of eighteen hundred and thirty-two to eighteen
hundred and forty-two, inclusive, known as the Black Hawk war, Creek
war, 'Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war," approved July 27,
1892, have considered the same, and respectfully report as follows:
A similar bill was before your committee at the third session of the
Fifty-third Congress, and the report thereon (numbered 1899), fully setting forth the facts, is adopted by your committee as their report, and
the bill is returned with the unanimous recommendation that it do pass.

[House Report No. 1899 Fifty-third Congress, third session.]

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. 8595) to amend
an act entitled "An act granting pensions to the survivors of the Indian wars of
1832 to 184-2, inclusive, known as the Black Hawk war, Creek war, Cherokee disturbances, and the Seminole war," approved July 27, 1892, submit the following
report:
Your committee find .that, on examination of the Department records, muster and
pay rolls of the Government, there still remain of the Seminole war of 1817-18 but
5 survivors and 120 widows. Of the "La Fevre" Indian war, which occurred sixtyeight years ago, there remain hut 14 survivors and 107 widows. Of the Sabine war
of 1836 there remain but 221 survivors and 155 widows. Of the Cayuse war of
184-7-48 there are 144 survivors and 82 wjdows. Of the Texas and New Mexico
Indian wars there still survive 1,448, with 890 wiclows. Of the California Indian
wars there still survive 476, and 230 widows. Of the Indian wars of the Territories
of Oregon and Washington, prior to 1856, there still survive 2,399, and 1,340 widows.
In many regiments serving in these Indian wars an examination of the names
sh?w~ a. repe~ition, ca~sed ?Y the same person enlisting in different companies, and
this, 1t 1s estimated, will still further reduce the number of beneficiaries at least 700,
leaving the total survivors of the Indian wars at about 4,000 .
_The l_as~ of tbese wars occu~red forty )'.ears ago, and the estimated age of the .survivors 1s fixed at 65 years, while the estimated age of the Seminole 1mrvivors is 94
years. Of the inestimable sorvices of these pioneer men and soldiers we deem it
mmecessary to refer. History recognizes the resultf'l thev achieved. In the Sonth
and West they endured the greatest of privations, sacrfri.ces, and sufferings. We
owe to them largely, if not entirely, the acquisition of the vast empire of the Pacific
Northwest.
It having been the policy of the Government and the uniform course of legislation
that service pensions should be granted at the expiration of forty years following
the wars for which such pensions have been gmuted, it will be seen that this periocl
bas been now roached as to all the wars ment,ioned in the present bill, while as to
some over seventy-seven years have elapsed since the war. Most of these old survivors are in needy circumstances: while all are in old age, and, as estimated by the
Commisioner of Pensions, the average pensionable period can not extend beyond

SURVIVORS OF INDIAN WARS.
about seven years hence. Many of these aged men were omitted _from the act pensioning snrvivors of Iudia1;1 wa:s ~ct ween 1832 and 18~2, and ~or this reas~n the p~esent bill is the more just, smce 1t mcludes all the survivors of the recogmzed Indian
wars prior to 1856.
'I'he language of the bill has the app~oval of the Interi01-: Departi:nent, and your
committee now report the same back with the recommendation that 1t do pass.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, BUREAU OF PENSIONS,

Washington, D. C., Febrttary 7, 1895.
SIR: In compliance with your reqnest of the 18th ultimo I have the honor to forward herewith an estimate of the probable number of persons who will be benefited
by the passage of House bill 8457 and the approximate sum required to make payments thereunder.
In submitting this estimate I would state that it is based upon the best obtainable data and prepnred in the manner briefly stated in notes accompanying it. As
a. number of the organizations were not in the military service of the United States,
but were State orgaubrntions, and for the service of which the States wt1re subsequently reimbursed, their services are not pensionable under the act of ,July 27,
1892, as now construed. Then, others of the organizations which were allowed pay
for thirty days, a part of which was for travel, would not come within the provisions
of said act unless all of the service and travel was rendered and performed at the seat
of the war of disturbance, or the travel performed was from place of rendezvous to
seat of war or distnrbance and return therefrom to place of rendezvous.
The cost of pensions of survivors and widows, as estimated, would be, for the first
year, $730,656, and, computed by the American Table of Mortality, the avera.ge pensionable period would be seven and two-thirds years; consequently it is believed
~hat th~ snm of $5,601,696 would be required to satisfy all pensions under the bill
m quest10n.
The <lifficulties encountered in preparing an estimate of this kincl will be readily
understood when the numerous factors that enter into it, and which can not be correctly disposed of, are taken into consideration.
Very respectfully,
WM. LocBREN, Commissioner.
Hon. C. L. MOSES,
· Chairman Cornmittu on Pensions, House of Rep1·esentatives.

Estimate for House bill 8457.
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In the Seminole war, 1817-18, there were 1,000 regulars and 5,911 volu1Jteers, aud
the estimate for this war is based upon the percentage of survivors of the war of
1812 and widows of soldiers of that war who were drawing pensions June 30, 1890,
the period between the two wars being practically the same as that embraced
between June 30, 1890, and this date.
Five survivors and 120 widows are estimated to be now living.
In the "La l!.,evre" or Winnebago disturbance, 1827, there were 900 regulars and
516 volunteers engaged. Of these troops there_ were probably 50 per _cent, or 708,
who served in the Black Hawk war or other Indian wars and have pens10nable service under act of July 27, 1892, or other acts, leaving 708 remaining at the close of
disturbance.
·
This diRturba,nce occurred sixty-eight ,Years ago, and from an examination o_f claims
on file it is estimated that the soldiers now livmg were 20 years of age at enlistment.
T aking the percentage above noted and computing with the American Table of
Mortality, it is estimated that 14 survivors and 107widows are now living and would
be beueficiaries.
SABINE DISTURBANCE, 1836,

The War Department reports 1,323 regulars, and the Auditor for the War Department reports 3,106 ·v olunteers, making a total of 4,429 soldiers called into service
during said disturbances. From former reports from War Department it is shown
that practically all of the regular soldiers served in either the Creek Indian or
Florida Inclian war, or Cherokee disturbance, and come within the provisions of
existing laws. Of the 3,106 militia it is fair to estimate that 40 per cent of them, or
1,242, also served in one of the wa,r s or disturlJances mentioned. As there was no
fighting and few casnalties in the Sabine disturbance it is estimated that 1,800 of
the remaining 1,864- soldiers survived at the close of the disturbance. As it has been
nearly fifty-nine years since the service was rendered, and age at enlistment being
estimatecl at 22 years, the survivors would now be 81 years of age.
Taking this e~timate and computing with the American TaLle of Mortality, the
nnmber of survivors shoulcl be 221. The remaining 1,579 represent those deceased.
It is assnmed that 80 per cent, or 1,263, were married and left widows, 155 of whom
a,re now living at the age of 81.
CAYUSE, 1847-48.

There were 682 volunteers and no regular troops engaged.
The estimate as to Cayuse war is hai:;ed upon the percentage of survivors of the
Mexican war and widows of soldiers of that war, who are now alive and have
pensionable service, the Cayuse war having occnrred while the Mexican war was in
progress.
It is shown thnt 12 per cent of claims filed by Mexican war survivors and 10 per
cent filed by soldiers' widows have been rejected on conditions that do not enter
into the Indian war act, to wit, a service of less than six~y days and age limit, etc.
Taking this estimate and computing with the American Table of Mortality, there
should be 144 snrvi,,ors ancl 82 widows now living.
These volunteers were not mustered into the United. States service, but under a
subsequent act of Congress the State of Oregon was reimbursed for their service by
the United States.
TEXAS .A.ND NEW MEXICO, 1849-1855.

The War Department reports that there were 5,050 regular army soldiers en~aged
in the Texas and New Mexicu In11ian disturbances in 1849-1855. As enlistments m the
regular servico were for five yearn, with the exception of the men who composed the
additional r egiments raised for the Mexican war, it is presumed that at least 20 per
cent, or 1,010 of the 5,050, rendered service in the Mexican war and have title under
the act of Jal!-nary 29, 1887. As tlie same organizations, or a large proportion of
them, ser\'ecl m more than one of the disturbances during the period mentioned,
probably 25 per cent, OT 1,010 of the remaining 4,040, should be deducted, for the
reason t hat they were counted more than once in War Department report. Of the
!emaining 3,030, probablr 15 per cent, or 454, served in the United States Army durrng the war of the rebellion, and have pensionable status under other acts. Of the
2,576 remaining, 15 per cent, or 386, should be dedncted for death in service, desertions, and for those who were discharged for disabilities resulting from service,
which gave them title to pen ion under the general law.
This would leave 2,190 who were living in 1855. An examination of a large nuD?-ber of bonnty-land cases based on the services of these soldiers shows that their
average ages at this time is about 65-½ years. The American Table of Mortality sho_ws
that 48 per cent of people at that age a.re living, but as the war of the rebe1110n
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occurred shortly after the disturbances in question it. may be presumed that quit~ a
number of the survivors entered the Confederate service, conseq nen tly the mortality
would be increased by that service say 6 per cent, or 131, leaving 2,058 survivors,
and 513 widows.
The Auditor for the War Department reports that there were 1,415 militiamen who
served thirty days or upward. Of this number 685 were from Texas. It is known
to the Bureau that a considerable percentage of the Texans rendered prior service in
the Mexican war, and also that a number of them rendered more thn.n one service
in the Texas and New Mexico war. Probably 40 per cent, or 274, should be deducted
for this estimate, which would leave 411. Of the 730 New Mexicans who served
probably 25 per cent, or 182, rendered more than one service, leaving 548.
Thus the total survivors of said wars alive in 1855 would have beenRegulars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2, 058
Texans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • • . . . • • . . • • • • . • • . • . . . • • .
411
New Mexicans..............................................................
548
Total .•••••••••••••••..••••.•••••..•.....•••..•••••.....••••••••...... 3,017
Of these 3,017, at the average age of 65½ years, there should now be living, according to the mortality table, 1,448 survivors with pensionable status for thirty days'
service.
It is believed that a fair estimate of the number of widows surviving is obtained
by taking the percentage of Mexican war widows with Mexican war survivors. This
would give 890 widows of soldiers of Texas and New Mexico disturbances living.
CALIFORNIA INDIAN DISTURBANCES.

The War Department reports 265 regular soldiers engaged in said disturbance.
The Auditor for the War Department 1·eports that the State of California was reimbursed in bulk for the services of her soldiers in the Indian wars, and was not
required to furnish rolls, consequently an estimate as to the number of men other
than the regulars can not be given. Of the regulars probably 80 per cent, or 212,
served in the Mexican war, leaving 53.
The records of this Bureau show that over 900 bounty land warrants issued for this
service, and estimating the volunteers as 1,000 and regulars as 53, and, computing
with the American 'fable of Mortalit.y, there should be now living 476 survivors, and,
computing on Mexican war basis, 230 widows.
As the California militia were not in "the military or naval service of the Uniteu
States" they will not come within the provisions of the act of July 27, 1892.
In Utah disturbance of 1850-1853 the War Department reports-10 regulars, all of
whom probably served in other wars. The Auditor for the War Department reports
630 militia, none of whom served thirty days, consequently they have no pensionable status under act of July 27, 1892.
IN THE• OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY WARS.

The War Department r ports that 850 reg11lars were engaged and the Auditor for
the W1ir Department 6,379 militia. Of the regulars probably 75 per cent, or 637,
served in the M xi an war and other wars, leaving 213, and of the militia 20 per cent,
or 1 276, served in other war or rendered more than one service in the Oregon and
asbington Territory war , leaving 5,103 militia; a total of regulars and militia of
5,316. Of thi number deduct 6 per cent, or 319, for desertion and casualties, which
would leave 4,997 survivors at close of the wars.
om an examination of a number of claims it appears that these survivors should
now be 65½ year of age, and from the American Table of Mortality 48 per cent, or
2,399, are now living.
The numb r of widows is baaed upon the percentage of widows of Mexican war
11 1 i r who are living.J_ which would show 1,340 widows of soldiers of Oregon and
aabington 'I erritory o.istu.rbances living.
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